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Factors for the fall of Mali Empire
[bookmark: _GoBack]The factors that led to the fall of the Mali Empire can be categorized into two levels. The first level of the fall is associated with a crisis or chain of crisis within the political-administrative structure and the socio-economic core zone of the Upper Niger.  The second level can be explained as a particular presentation of systemic trends, ruptures (discontinuities), and long-term regularities (continuities) of the Longue Duree in West Africa. The fall of the Mali Empire can also be associated with social forces and materials and processes of the different globalization phases during the middle age world economy, for example, political decentralization, demographic displacement, and Islamization through the establishment of maraboutism. These social forces and processes may have been arbitrated by particular historical local institutions within the economic, political, and cultural system of the Mali Empire.
The dominance of the Middle Niger basin as a regional/sub-regional area and the political dominance of the Sunni dynasty and the Askiya dynasty might have been another factor in the fall of the Empire. Another factor for the fall of the Mali Empire can be associated with diminishing political power and economic bankruptcy due to excessive spending of the Empire, for example, the luxurious spending by Mansa Musa in the building of mosques and royal places. Mismanagement of resources mainly on religious activities also contributed to the fall of the Mali Empire. The emergence of new polities including the Songhai also led to this fall.  The decline in trade due to communal violence and which compromised sources of revenue for the government also contributed to this fall of the Mali Empire. Environmental deterioration caused by variations in weather conditions may have contributed to this fall. The change of trade routes, for example, the trans-Saharan caravan routes led to Mali’s fall. The weakened military power of Mali also contributed to her collapse, for example, this led to the capturing of some of the provinces by the Tuareg.  
According to Ray Kea, the most important factors that led to the fall of the Mali Empire are factors related to the political-administrative crisis, systemic trends, as well as processes and social forces of the globalization phases which include 3 phases: phase one (conquest and colonization, ca.1230-ca.1290), phase two (consolidation, ca.1290-ca.1400), and phase three (fragmentation and crisis, ca.1400-the 1460s) (Kea, 2021). Ray also discussed economic, political, and cultural systems which he believed would have been the mediators for the processes and social forces of these phases.
Babalola stated the important factors contributing to Mali’s fall to be diminishing political power, economic bankruptcy, and restructured the social organization. Babalola also suggested that the major problems that affected the Empire were extravagant spending and mismanagement of resources. According to Babalola religious activities such as the adoption of Islam, religion contributed to extravagant spending. He further adds that these religious activities especially the Islam religion had impacts on the economy, politics, and society of the Mali Empire. Babalola also argued that the economic bankruptcy led to political issues which weakened the military. He also factored on disruption of trade which was a result of “neighborly disrespect” which led to Tuareg attacking and taking over the most important and productive cities (Babalola, 2021). Babalola also stated severed diplomatic relations between Mali with Egypt, Morocco, and Syria as another factor for the fall of the empire.
Richard Hull provided that multifaceted factors contributed to the fall of the Mali Empire. According to Hull, these multifaceted factors include political, economic, environmental, religious, and secession. He gives political factors such as leadership rivalry between family members developed and affected the Empire. Economic factors provided by Hull included excessive spending and change of trade routes. Hull stated that environmental factors such as climate change and cotton cultivation led to environmental deterioration. According to Hull, the Keity dynasty was purely Muslim but most of the people lived in rural areas and followed non-Islamic beliefs and legal customs which led to the identity problem of the Empire. Hull explains secession to have occurred as a result of Mali losing control over its important trans-Saharan caravan routes (Hull, 2021).
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